
Persuasive Paragraphs
focus on language and sentence fluency



100% of students would write at a level 4 having some elements at 3 and 5.
Sentence Fluency Rubric:

Year-Long Hope

5 4 3

❏ All sentences are complete.
❏ Sentences vary in length –

short and snappy, long and 
stretchy.

❏ Simple, compound, and 
complex sentences are all  
used throughout.

❏ Sentences begin in a variety 
of ways.

❏ Transition words and phrases 
are used to connect the 
sentences.

❏ When read aloud, sentences 
flow smoothly.

❏ Writing contains elements 
of both basic and mastery.

❏ Most sentences are 
complete. 

❏ Both compound and simple 
sentences are used.

❏ Only basic transition words 
and phrases are used.

❏ Many sentences begin in 
similar ways.

❏ Sentences lack variety in 
length.

❏ When read aloud, sentences 
sound repetitive. 



❏ Baseline collected at winter break on narrative 
assignment

❏ Majority of students at a 3 with a few at 4 and 5
❏ Students at 5 still needed sentence variety, 

complexity and transition words

Baseline



Persuasive Paragraph

Planning journal entries
web

Drafting language plan

Revising strategy plan

Editing Peer revision sheet

Publishing share with group
highlight rubric items



Students read examples of 
persuasive articles and 
learned about types of 
persuasive strategies and 
persuasive language.  They 
identified these strategies 
and language in sample 
articles.

Building Background



Over 2 weeks, students 
responded to prompts with 
their opinions using a red, 
blue green, paragraph.  In 
the planning stage, students 
selected one of these topics 
and created a web.

Planning



Using their ideas from the 
web, students revised at the 
sentence level to include 
persuasive language, a 
persuasive strategy, 
sentence variety and 
sentence complexity.

Drafting/Revising



A peer reviewed 
their work and found 
examples of the 
strategy and 
language used and 
wrote them down on 
the revision sheet.

Editing



In addition to sharing the 
final draft, students 
highlighted their own final 
drafts to show they 
understood where their 
language, sentence 
complexity and sentence 
variety was.

Publishing



After assessing each paragraph (which they highlighted to make 
grading a lot easier), I met with students who had mostly items at 
level 3 and asked them to revise again to add mastery indicators 
to their draft.

Conference Questions
- Pick an indicator from level 5 to add to your draft.
- Circle the beginnings of your sentences.  Which can we 

change?
- Find a compound, complex and simple sentence.  How do 

you know that is ____?

Re-teach



At re-teach conferences, students were able to use resources that 
had previously been taught in mini-lessons including sentence 
variety strategies and transition words and phrases. 

Resources



1.  What skills do your students need to improve?
2.  What genre or type of authentic writing might work?
3. How will students plan for their writing?
4. Where will you teach the mini-lesson on the skill?
5. How will you assess their writing?

Implementation


